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TAGS: ENRG, KU, PORG 

SUBJECT: KUWAITI FOREIGN MINISTER ON NAC OIL EMBARGO OF 
FRANCE RESOLUTION 

1 . SEVERAL KUWAITI PAPERS AUGUST 26 (BEGINNING TWO DAY 
MUSLIM WEEKEND) QUOTE KUWAIT FOREIGN MINISTER SABAH AL- 
AHMED AS SAYING THAT KUWAIT WILL NOT CARRY OUT NAC 
RESOLUTION CONCERNING OIL EMBARGO OF FRANCE. FONMIN 
REPORTEDLY SAID "THE RESOLUTION OF THE NON-ALIGNED 
COUNTRIES CONFERENCE WAS ISSUED LATE AT NIGHT" AND 
KUWAIT "DID NOT HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS IT. 

WE ARE WITH OUR AFRICAN BROTHERS IN WHAT CONCERNS 
THEIR INTEREST, HOWEVER THERE ARE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT 
PREVENT THE APPLICATION OF THIS RESOLUTION IN RELATION TO 
FRANCE IN PARTICULAR, DUE TO ITS ATTITUDES TOWARD ARAB 
ISSUES." FONMIN ADDED THAT KUWAIT WOULD "EXPLAIN THIS 
ATTITUDE TO OUR AFRICAN BROTHERS," AND NOTED THAT IN ANY 
EVENT, SAUDI ARABIA AND IRAN WERE THE TWO MAJOR OIL 
EXPORTERS TO FRANCE. 

2. ECHOING MINISTER, KUWAIT DAILY (AL-QABAS) DECRIES 
EMBARGO AS "ABSOLUTELY ILLOGICAL TO USE FOR THE SOLUTION 

OF WORLD PROBLEMS", "NOT THE ONLY WAY FOR ENDING DIFFERENCES" 
AND "NOT AN EASY WEAPON WHICH COULD BE APPLIED ANY TIME." 

3. RE-ITERATING HIS MINISTER'S UNHAPPINESS, MINISTRY OF OIL 
OFFICIAL, IN DISCUSSION WITH EMBOFF AUGUST 28, COMPLAINED 
THAT THE NAC RESOLUTION AGAINST FRANCE HAD CAUGHT THE 
KUWAITIS BY SURPRISE, COMING AT THE LAST MINUTE. HE 
TERMED EMBARGO AGAINST FRANCE "COMPLETELY INAPPROPRIATE, 
ESPECIALLY GIVEN FRANCE'S SUPPORT OF ARAB CAUSES," AND 
CHUCKLED, "NOW THE FRENCH MAY APPRECIATE THE AMERICAN 
SHARING SCHEMES A BIT MORE." 

4. COMMENT: HAVING ASKED FOR AFRICAN SUPPORT ON 
ARAB ISSUES IN THE PAST, KUWAITIS ARE OBVIOUSLY UNHAPPY 
THAT TABLES TURNED ON THEM IN SUCH A CRUDE FASHION AT 
COLOMBO. THEY HOPE THE FRENCH EMBARGO QUESTION WILL 
BECOME A DEAD LETTER, WHICH PRESUMABLY IT WILL. 
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